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1. Introduction 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ tƻƛƴǘ ¢ƻǇƛŎΩǎ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ World Broadband Statistics 

publications. The series originated as several DSL reports, first published in Q2 2002, 
which were eventually expanded to include cable modem and other technologies in 
Q2 2003.  

Other technologies covered include optical fibre and different forms of broadband 

Internet such as, for example, Fixed Wireless Access (FWA), Satellite and Powerline. 
Fibre in this context means anything from Fibre-to-the-kerb to Fibre-to-the-home 
and is often generalised as "FTTxΦέ 

Mobile broadband is undoubtedly taking off in many countries where 3G or 
WiFi/WiMAX networks are used as an alternative or complementary to fixed-line 
broadband access. To address the importance of this new development, Point Topic 
embarked on a special wireless broadband project in Q3 2006 with the aim of 
including more comprehensive coverage of wireless subscriber numbers in our 
quarterly broadband statistics report. Throughout this data collation process, we 
found that the figures are still very much restricted to certain geographical regions.  

Consequently, it remains too early for wireless subscriber data to be examined in 

depth within the world broadband statistics analysis. However, as far as available, 
WiFi and WiMAX broadband subscriber data is being entered into GBS and clients to 
this Point Topic service are welcome to conduct their own in-depth analysis. For Q4 

2007, GBS country coverage has been extended to 112 countries and well over 440 
operators. 

This report begins with an examination of the growth in broadband subscribers for 

Q2 2008 at both a global and a regional level. The next section of the report 
addresses technology trends and choices, looking firstly at general trends in uptake 
followed by an analysis of regional market shares in a variety of broadband 
technologies. 

The focus of ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎƘƛŦǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άǘop tŜƴέ ōǊƻŀŘōŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ v2 2008. 
Here we examine the total number of broadband subscribers, the net additions for 
the quarter, quarterly and annual percentage growth, technologies adopted as well 
as population and household penetration. The last section of the report offers a 

selection of tables highlighting both, quarterly and annual changes in total 
broadband, DSL and Non-DSL subscriber figures. 
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2. Global and Regional Perspectives 

 

2.1 Overall Growth 

By the end of Q2 2008 there were 382.4 million broadband subscribers worldwide. 

This was a 3.92 per cent increase on the total reported in Q1 2008 when there were 
368 million subscribers, and there were 14.44 million net additions during the 
quarter globally. Figure 1 shows the net additions on a quarterly basis from Q4 2005 
until Q2 2008. As shown, the number of net additions in Q2 2008 fell sharply by 13.9 
per cent from 16.77 million in Q1 2008. 

 

Figure 1: World Broadband Subscriber Net Additions (Q4 2005-Q2 2008) 
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2.2 Regional Trends 

¢ƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ōǊƻŀŘōŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜǊǎ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ н ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ 

population penetration and quarterly growth by region is shown in figure 3. Western 
Europe continues to have the largest share of broadband subscribers in Q2 2008 at 
26.19 per cent closely followed by North America with a 22.46 per cent share and 
South and East Asia with 21.98 per cent. Asia Pacific was in fourth place with a 15.89 
per cent share while Latin America, Eastern Europe and Middle East and Africa have 
the three smallest shares at 5.69 per cent, 4.96 per cent and 2.83 per cent 
respectively. 

 

Figure 2: Share of World Broadband Subscribers by Region in Q2 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Penetration & Quarterly Growth by Region in Q2 2008 
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As shown in figure 3 the population penetration rates are shown by the location of 

the globes relative to the horizontal axis. North America continues to have the 
highest population penetration rate at 26 per cent, closely followed by Western 
Europe at 25.1 per cent in Q2 2008. Asia Pacific followed with a rate of 9.4 per cent 
and the four remaining regions had similarly low population penetration rates. These 
regions were Eastern Europe (5.9 per cent), Latin America (4.5 per cent), South East 
Asia (3.2 per cent) and Middle East and Africa (2.5 per cent). 

The South East Asia includes the countries China and India, which have the highest 

populations in the world (both over 1 billion). As such, this region has the highest 
population worldwide, illustrated by the size of the globe shown in figure 3. 
Quarterly growth in South East Asia at 7.22 per cent was second to that in Latin 
America (8.03 per cent) and was followed by growth in Eastern Europe at 6.57 per 

cent. Middle East and Africa was the only other region to experience growth above 5 
per cent at 5.2 per cent. 

Asia Pacific, Western Europe and North America had growth rates of 2.8 per cent, 
2.58 per cent and 1.51 per cent respectively. These low growth rates are 
unsurprising since the countries in these regions have some of the most developed 
broadband markets worldwide which in some cases are fast approaching saturation.  

While growth was positive in all regions, in four out of the seven quarterly growth 

was down from that in Q1 2008. The largest fall was in Middle East and Africa, down 
3.59 per cent from 8.79 per cent in Q1 2008. Eastern Europe, North America and 
Western Europe all experienced a fall in their quarterly growth rates by 1.88 per cent 
(from 8.45 per cent), 1.83 per cent (from 3.34 per cent) and 1.44 per cent (from 4.02 

per cent) respectively. 

Quarterly growth in the three remaining regions was up slightly in all cases. In Asia 

Pacific growth was up 0.51 per cent from 2.29 per cent in Q1 2008, while in Latin 
America growth was up only 0.17 per cent from 7.86 per cent. Growth in South and 
East Asia remained relatively unchanged. 

Figure 4 shows the share of net additions with respect to worldwide regions in Q2 
2008. Middle East and Africa had the smallest share of new broadband subscribers 
during the quarter at 4 per cent, amounting to 534,711 subscribers. The countries in 
this region with the highest number of new subscribers were Turkey (250,500), Saudi 
Arabia (80,000) and Egypt (53,101). Eastern Europe had next smallest market share 
at 8 per cent or 1.17 million new subscribers, with operators in Russia (453,675), 

Czech Republic (171,851), Romania (136,700) and Poland (113,653) being the main 
contributors. 

North America and Latin America followed, with 9 per cent (1.28 million subscribers) 

and 11 (1.62 million subscribers) per cent of the total respectively. The North 
American operators that were the largest contributors were all US-based and include 
Comcast (279,000), Time Warner Cable (208,000) and Cox Communications 
(100,000). Latin American countries that added the highest number of new 
subscribers were Brazil (541,400), Mexico (512,084), Argentina (171,500) and 
Colombia (168,132).  
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Figure 4: Regional Share of World Broadband Net Additions in Q2 2008 
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3. Technology Trends and Choices 

 

Figure 5: Technology Trends in Q2 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figures 5 and 6 show the popularity of different technologies used for broadband 
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Figure 6: Total Broadband by Technology in Q2 2008 
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While the growth of subscribers using all three connections is positive in all cases, 

the rate of growth compared to that in Q1 2008 was down. FTTx connections 
showed the largest fall in quarterly growth, down almost 40 per cent per cent from 
11.47 per cent growth in Q1 2008 to 6.91 per cent growth in Q2 2008. Growth of 
cable modem subscribers was down 19 per cent from 3.52 per cent to 2.85 per cent 
in Q2 2008. The growth of DSL subscribers was down 10 per cent from 4.02 per cent 
to 3.62 per cent. 

Figure 7 shows the market shares of DSL, cable modem and FTTx technologies. At 

about 34 per cent, Western Europe had the largest share of DSL subscribers totalling 
83.6 million. The Western European countries with the largest number of DSL 
subscribers include Germany (20.2 million), France (15.72 million) and the UK (13.1 
million). This was followed by South and East Asia with a 26 per cent market share or 

64.4 million subscribers. Unsurprisingly, China had the largest share of DSL 
subscribers in this region, totally over 58 million. This represents 23 per cent of DSL 
subscribers worldwide. 

North America and Asia Pacific had the next largest market shares in DSL subscribers 
at 14 per cent and 12 per cent respectively. These market shares amounted to 34.5 
million and 29.7 million subscribers respectively. In Asia Pacific four countries 
collectively had over 10 per cent of global DSL subscribers. They were Japan (12.4 
million), Australia (5.1 million), South Korea (4.3 million) and Taiwan (3.5 million). In 
North America by far the largest number of DSL subscribers were in the US, totalling 
30 million or 12 per cent of the global total. Canada reported 4.1 million DSL 
subscribers in Q2 2008. 

North American operators dominate the cable modem market with at 56 per cent 

market share. This amounts to almost 46 million subscribers with 41 million 
originating in the US and almost 5 million in Canada. Western Europe followed with a 
17.5 per cent market share amounting to 14.3 million subscribers. The top countries 
in this region in terms of cable subscribers included the UK (3.6 million subscribers), 
Netherlands (2.2 million), Spain (1.6 million) and Germany (1.4 million). 

In the majority of Asian countries FTTx continues to be the technology of choice for 

broadband connections. About 38 million subscribers in Asia use FTTx technology, 
representing over 84 per cent of all FTTx connections globally. However, this total 
originates from a small number of countries with extremely large subscriber bases. 
They include China (17.8 million subscribers), Japan (13 million) and South Korea (5.9 

million). 

North America was the only region that experienced negative growth with respect to 
its DSL subscriber base in Q2 2008. It fell slightly by 0.6 per cent from 34.7 million to 
34.5 million. The highest quarterly growth occurred in Latin America at 8.56 per cent 
from 14.3 million to 15.5 million and South East Asia grew by the next highest rate at 
7.56 per cent from 59.9 million to 64.4 million. The DSL subscribers in Eastern Europe 
and the Middle East and Africa increased by 5.78 per cent and 5.51 per cent 
respectively. In Eastern Europe the DSL subscriber base grew from 9.1 million to 9.6 
million and in Middle East and Africa it grew from 9.3 million to 9.8 million. 
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None of the regions globally reported a reduction in their cable modem subscribers. 

The smallest increase was seen in South and East Asia by 0.2 per cent from 1 million 
to 1.002 million in Q2 2007. The highest growth was reported in Eastern Europe at 
7.14 per cent from 3.7 million to 3.95 million, closely followed by Latin America at 
7.08 per cent from 4.9 million to 5.26 million. Third placed was Western Europe 
whose cable modem subscriber base grew by 3.07 per cent from 13.9 million to 14.3 
million. North America and Middle East and Africa experienced similar growth at 
2.42 per cent (from 44.8 million) and 2.14 per cent (from 0.77 million) respectively 
and Asia Pacific had the second lowest reported growth at 1.23 per cent. 

As with cable modem, all regions using FTTx technology experienced positive growth 

except from Latin America, whose FTTx subscriber base remained unchanged at 
10,500. The highest growth was experienced in North America at 8.24 per cent from 

2.6 million to 2.81 million in Q2 2008. Asia Pacific experienced the second highest 
growth at 7.83 per cent from 18.25 million to 19.7 million, followed by South and 
East Asia at 6.15 per cent from 17.2 million to 18.3 million. The two regions which 
experienced the lowest growth were Western and Eastern Europe at 5.25 per cent 

(from 1.47 million) and 5.18 per cent (from 2.8 million) respectively. 
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Figure 7: World DSL, Cable Modem & FTTx Market Share by Region in Q2 2008 
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4.  ά¢ƻǇ ¢Ŝƴέ .ǊƻŀŘōŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ 

 

4.1 Number of Subscribers 

CƛƎǳǊŜ у ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǘƻǇ ǘŜƴΩ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ total broadband 

subscribers in Q1 2008 and Q2 2008. The ranking over the last three quarters 
remained unchanged. 

The USA remains the dominant nation with the highest number of broadband 
subscribers totalling 76.88 million in Q2 2008, up 1.5 per cent from 75.74 reported in 
Q1 2008. China was in second place in Q2 2008 with 76 million subscribers, up 7 per 
cent from 71 million. Therefore, the Chinese broadband subscriber base is growing 

at a higher rate than the subscriber base in the US. 

The difference between the number of subscribers in the US and China was 870,000, 

down considerably on the previous quarter when this difference was over 4.7 
million. The fall in this difference coupled with the difference in quarterly growth 
rates, suggests that China will imminently overtake the US with the highest number 
of broadband subscribers globally. In fact, it is predicted that this could happen as 
soon as October 2008. 

 

Figure 8: Total Number of Subscribers in Q1 2008 and Q2 2008 
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4.2 Broadband Subscribers Added 

CƛƎǳǊŜ ф ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǘƻǇ ǘŜƴΩ ǊŀƴƪŜŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ƴŜǘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ vн 

2008. China added the most new subscribers totalling 4.97 million, up 11.2 per cent 
on the previous quarter from 4.47 million in Q1 2008. USA was in second place 
adding 1.14 new subscribers, down 55.2 per cent from 2.54 million. 

Both China and the USA were the only two countries in Q2 2008 to add more than 1 
million subscribers. Between them they added over 42 per cent of total net additions 
during the quarter. 

Of the countries shown in figure 9, six reduced their net additions from Q1 2008 to 

Q2 2008. As well as the USA, they were Germany in fourth place with 589,300 
subscribers (down from 1.18 million subscribers), India with 497,422 subscribers 

(down from 536,000), Russia with 453,675 (down from 546,825), France with 
409,790 (down from 619,928) and the UK with 400,100 (down from 589,400). 

 

Figure 9: Broadband Subscribers Added in Q2 2008 
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Figure 10: Top Ten Countries by Quarterly Growth in Q2 2008 
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Of the countries shown in figure 10, Mexico added the largest number of new 
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number of new subscribers, is now in second place with 497,422 net additions. 
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ranking has changed. Mexico has risen from 9th place in Q1 2008 to 6th place in Q2 
2008, and India has dropped slightly from 6th place to 7th place. 

As shown in figure 11, Saudi Arabia had the highest annual growth rate from Q2 

2007 to Q2 2008 at 135.3 per cent, representing 460,000 net additions. Belarus was 
in second place with 130 per cent growth (75,200 net additions) followed by 
Indonesia with 129.68 per cent growth (225,000 net additions). Pakistan was the 
only other country to have an annual growth rate over 100 per cent at 124.65 per 
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Figure 11: Top 10 Countries by Annual Growth in Q2 2008 
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Figure 12: Total Subscriber Numbers by Technology Adopted in Q1 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.5 Population and Household Penetration  

CƛƎǳǊŜ мо ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǘƻǇ ǘŜƴΩ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǊŀƴƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŜƴŜǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 

Q2 2008. Monaco was in first place with 40.6 per cent penetration followed by 
Denmark in second place with 37.1 per cent. Netherlands was third with 34.7 per 
cent and Norway followed with 33.1 per cent. 

 

Figure 13: Broadband Penetration by Population in Q1 2008 and Q2 2008 
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The countries present in the Q2 2008 ranking were also present in the Q1 2008 

ranking but the order has changed slightly. Iceland has risen from 9th place in Q1 
2008 to 6th place in Q2 2008, displacing Finland from 6th place to 9th place. Sweden 
also fell slightly from 7th place to 8th place and South Korea rose from 8th place to 7th 
place. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ мп ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǘƻǇ ǘŜƴΩ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǊŀƴƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ǇŜƴŜǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 

Q2 2008. Monaco was in first place with 100 per cent followed by South Korea with 
97.2 per cent. Singapore was third with 89.6 per cent. The countries present in the 
Q2 2008 ranking were also present in the Q1 2008 ranking but the order has 
changed. Hong Kong and Macau changed places with Macau rising from 5th place to 
4th place and Hong Kong falling from 4th place to 5th place. Denmark fell one place 
from 6th to 7th and Israel rose from 8th to 6th place. 

 

Figure 14: Broadband Penetration by Household in Q1 2008 and Q2 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


